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Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
Rainier Club. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Dinner for the APEC
Forum and Business Leaders in
Seattle
November 19, 1993

To my fellow leaders of the APEC nations
and distinguished guests, we gather here to-
night in Washington State at an historic mo-
ment. At least two other times during this
century a great global struggle has ended and
a new era has dawned. That has happened
again today. It falls to each of us, as it fell
to leaders then, to imagine and to build a
new future for our people. I deeply appre-
ciate the willingness that each of you has
shown to make the long trip here to be to-
gether today.

I want to express my appreciation for the
warm hospitality of the people and the elect-
ed officials of this beautiful city of Seattle
in the Evergreen State of Washington. All
of us in the Asian Pacific live as neighbors
in a region that has long been characterized
by both its commerce and its conflicts. The
question for our future is whether we can
reap the bounty of the Pacific without bring-
ing its storms. There are vast differences
among our economies and our people; yet
these can be a great source of enrichment.

I hear the complex music of our many dif-
fering languages, and I know that in each
of them our words for work, for opportunity,
for children, for hope carry the same mean-
ing. I see the roots of our many ancient civili-
zations, whether Confucian or Islamic or
Judeo-Christian. I know there is much we
can learn from each other’s rich and proud
cultures. Above all, I look at the perpetual
motion of this region’s ports, its factories, its
shipping lanes, its inventors, its workers, its
consumers, and I know we are all united in
a desire to convert that restless energy into
better lives for our people.

Tomorrow all of us will go for a day of
discussion on beautiful Blake Island. I be-

lieve that discussion can help to foster among
us a sense of community, not a community
of formal, legal economic integration as in
Europe but a community such as neighbors
create when they sit down together over cof-
fee or tea to talk about house repairs or their
children’s schools, the kind of community
that families and friends create when they
gather on holidays to rejoice in their common
blessings. Such gatherings are not driven by
charters or bylaws but by shared interests and
aspirations, bonds that are often more power-
ful, enduring than those which are written
down.

So it is with this community I hope we
can create together. We have common con-
cerns about the conditions in our neighbor-
hood, about regional trade barriers, about
our shared environment. We have common
aspirations: good jobs for our workers, rising
standards of living for our children, and
peace among our nations. And now we have
a common forum for pursuing our common
goals. Tonight and tomorrow let us continue
developing a shared sense of purpose as ex-
pansive as the ocean that unites our lands.

Our great novelist Herman Melville once
wrote this about the Pacific Ocean. He said
it rolls the midmost waters of the world, the
Indian Ocean and the Atlantic being but its
arms. Thus this mysterious, divine Pacific
zones the world’s whole bulk about, makes
all coasts bay to it, seams the tide beating
of the Earth.

Working as partners we have an historic
opportunity to harness the tides of the Pacific
so that they may lift all our people to a better
future.

Tonight I ask each and every one of you
here to join me in a toast to the Pacific com-
munity, a region at peace, prosperous, and
free. Hear, hear.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
Spanish Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Convention on
Biological Diversity
November 19, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, with An-
nexes, done at Rio de Janeiro, June 5, 1992,
and signed by the United States in New York
on June 4, 1993. The report of the Depart-
ment of State is also enclosed for the infor-
mation of the Senate.

The final text of the Convention was
adopted in Nairobi by the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee for a Convention on
Biological Diversity (INC) on May 22, 1992.
The INC was preceded by three technical
meetings of an Ad Hoc Working Group of
Experts on Biological Diversity and two
meetings of an Ad Hoc Working Group of
Legal and Technical Experts. Five sessions
of the INC were held, from June 1991 to
May 1992. The Convention was opened for
signature at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development in Rio de
Janeiro on June 5, 1992.

The Convention is a comprehensive agree-
ment, addressing the many facets of biologi-
cal diversity. It will play a major role in stem-
ming the loss of the earth’s species, their
habitats, and ecosystems through the Con-
vention’s obligations to conserve biodiversity
and sustainably use its components as well
as its provisions that facilitate access to ge-
netic resources and access to and transfer of
technology so crucial to long-term sustain-
able development of the earth’s biological re-
sources. The Convention will also create a
much needed forum for focusing inter-
national activities and setting global priorities
on biological diversity.

The objectives of the Convention as set
forth therein are the conservation of biologi-
cal diversity, the sustainable use of its compo-
nents, and the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the utilization of ge-
netic resources. These objectives are imple-
mented through specific provisions that ad-
dress, inter alia, identification and monitor-
ing, in situ and ex situ conservation, sustain-
able use, research and training, public edu-

cation and awareness, impact assessment, ac-
cess to genetic resources, access to and trans-
fer of technology, technical and scientific co-
operation, handling of biotechnology and dis-
tribution of its benefits, and financing.

Economic incentives will help all Parties
achieve the environmental benefits of con-
servation and sustainable use of biological di-
versity. The Administration thus supports the
concept that benefits stemming from the use
of genetic resources should flow back to
those nations that act to conserve biological
diversity and provide access to their genetic
resources. We will strive to realize this objec-
tive of the Convention. As recognized in the
Convention, the adequate and effective pro-
tection of intellectual property rights is an-
other important economic incentive that en-
courages the development of innovative tech-
nologies, improving all Parties’ ability to con-
serve and sustainably use biological re-
sources. The Administration will therefore
strongly resist any actions taken by Parties
to the Convention that lead to inadequate
levels of protection of intellectual property
rights, and will continue to pursue a vigorous
policy with respect to the adequate and effec-
tive protection of intellectual property rights
in negotiations on bilateral and multilateral
trade agreements. In this regard, the report
of the Department of State provides a de-
tailed statement of the Administration’s posi-
tion on those provisions of the Convention
that relate to intellectual property rights.

Biological diversity conservation in the
United States is addressed through a tightly
woven partnership of Federal, State, and pri-
vate sector programs in management of our
lands and waters and their resident and mi-
gratory species. There are hundreds of State
and Federal laws and programs and an exten-
sive system of Federal and State wildlife ref-
uges, marine sanctuaries, wildlife manage-
ment areas, recreation areas, parks, and for-
ests. These existing programs and authorities
are considered sufficient to enable any activi-
ties necessary to effectively implement our
responsibilities under the Convention. The
Administration does not intend to disrupt the
existing balance of Federal and State authori-
ties through this Convention. Indeed, the
Administration is committed to expanding
and strengthening these relationships. We
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